NON-INTERVENTION   AND   BROAD  ISSUES     pi
mercial religious body with only a spiritual mission; to
abolish an abominable system of latifundia which had
desolated and impoverished vast areas of Spain; and to
provide bread for the people.
Clearly the struggle between Fascism and Democracy
was resolving itself into a clash of opinion not only in Spain
but over the greater part of the civilized world. All eyes
were turned on the Spanish Front, where it was being
fought out. It was there that the first round of a great
forthcoming fight was taking place. The significance and
vital importance of the struggle was apparent to all intelli-
gent observers from the very beginning. It is not yet folly
realized by the average Englishman, who imagines that the
Spanish Civil War was a local affaih
As this book goes to press there has not yet been a
definite military decision. But the issues are clear. In the
first place, if the military rebels should win, there will be
created a totalitarian state on Fascist lines, and without the
slightest doubt this totalitarian state will form an alliance
with Italy, and possibly also with Germany. That means the
complete isolation of France and the nullification of the
British military alliance with France. If, as Mr. Baldwin
once declared, England's frontier is on the Rhine, that
frontier must inevitably be weakened if France has to keep
a standing army along the Pyrenees. Furthermore, a
Fascist Spain allied to Fascist Italy means the end of British and
French power in the Mediterranean. It is obvious that this is
what the Italian Government and the Vatican have been
aiming at by supporting the Spanish rebels. In other words,
the balance of power in Europe, which has been the basis of
British foreign policy since before 1914, and which is cal-
culated to serve as a purely defensive measure for Great
Britain—all that goes by the board and a completely new

